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ITINERARIES 

THREE NIGHTS 

Day 1

After a two-hour flight from Buenos Aires Jorge Newbery airport, arrive in Salta and transfer to a hotel where you will stay three nights. 

Salta prides itself on the diversity of its historic heritage, a worthwhile encounter for the mind, ear, eye and palate; relax in a colonial-style courtyard on a balmy evening, listening to a cueca played on Andean instruments and enjoy a plate of locro or some tamales washed down with the delicious fruity flavour of Torrontés wine...

The city of Salta has a distinctly Hispanic feel to it, an urban skyline distinguished by the colonial architecture of its original buildings and churches which has also influenced more modern construction to the point where the main square is a charming monument to neo-colonial style.  The astonishingly ornate facades of the Basilica Cathedral, the Cabildo, the church of San Francisco and the Convent of San Bernardo, whose frontispiece was carved by Indians back in 1762, stand between old Andalusian houses with their tiled roofs, thick whitewashed walls and wrought-iron balconies brightened by scarlet and fuchsia geraniums.  

Day 2

Breakfast at the hotel.  Early departure for a full day tour to the Quebrada de Humahuaca in the neighbouring province of Jujuy.  The Canyon of Humahuaca lies in the northernmost province of Jujuy, the true kingdom of the Andes. 

Nature at its most colourful

The Quebrada, or canyon, declared a Unesco World Heritage site, sets a giant palette of jewel-painted slabs of rock arching across the mountain sides at Maimará, the “Paleta del Pintor”, testimony to the rich variety of minerals to be found there, from the dark blood tints of iron and magnesium to the corroded green of copper and sulphurous yellows.  .

The road takes you to Purmamarca, a tiny little village which huddles at the base of the striking Cerro de los Siete Colores, the Seven Coloured Mount, behind the old church.  It is a rainbow of colour which comes to life in the glow of the afternoon sun, dominated by a deep violet stripe across the middle which fades downwards into strips of turquoise, jade and sky-blue and upwards into hues of pink, orange and yellow.  

The next village, Tilcara is slightly larger and more developed and boasts a fascinating Archaeological Museum which has several Inca mummies and other artefacts of this long-extinct civilization on display.  Nearby is the pucara, or stronghold, a detailed and precise reconstruction of the original omaguaca or humahuaca Indian fort which stood there some 10 centuries ago and was only discovered in 1908.  It is one of the finest examples of pre-Hispanic civilization, showing how the fortification was split up into living areas, animal corrals, a temple and a burial ground.

Day 3

Breakfast at the hotel.  Departure for a full-day excursion to Cafayate, including an afternoon visit to a local winery.    

The route south passes through amazing scenery, with scenes of extraordinarily desolate beauty created by rock formations that rise from the arid desert in a blaze of mineral-rich colours.  The road passes through the impressive Quebrada de las Conchas, Shell Canyon, with its bizarre and intensely coloured rock formations, including the impressive Devil’s Gorge and the amphitheatre, a giant funnel scooped out of a cliff.  

One of the driest spots in the country –it is said to be sunny every single day of the year- the Cafayate is famous above all for its wines and is surrounded by vineyards and wineries many of which are open to the public.  The combination of altitude, climate and terroir, together with insightful investment in technological innovation, has gained Cafayate an international reputation for the quality of its wines.  One of the key factors is the altitude of its vineyards, which lie in valleys some 1600 to 2600 metres above sea level.  This means strong sunshine, great differences in day and night time temperatures and thin, dry air.  The first vineyards in Salta were planted in the 18th century by the Jesuits who brought the Torrontés grape with them from Spain where it was considered to be rather mediocre.  However, on Argentine soil, the variety flourished and has become the country’s insignia white grape producing a deliciously fruity and aromatic rich white wine.    The region produces some truly excellent wines for export under the watchful eye of winemakers such as Michel Rolland at the San Pedro de Yacochuya winery in the district of the same name, or José Luis Mounier at Finca de las Nubes in El Divisadero

Day 4

Transfer to the airport of Salta for departure



